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Abstract 

The goal of our research action project was to raise awareness about poverty in order to spur 

students into action in their local communities. In order to understand the impacts of poverty, we gained 

knowledge of the complex process of measuring poverty. There are many ways to define and measure 

poverty and a knowledge of these different approaches provides a more flexible mindset when evaluating 

poverty. With this background knowledge, an informative video was created and distributed through 

social media (mainly YouTube and Facebook) to work towards the goal of raising awareness within the 

campus community. Although the content was designed for local community members, it covers the 

topics on a global and local scale. We have the local community members ask questions about poverty (its 

measurement and presence in the locality), thereby actively engaging the viewers. We organized an online 

forum in the living learning community, the Global Scholars Program (GSP), that opened up a discussion 

on college students’ current understanding of and thoughts on the measurement and trends in poverty. The 

results from the forum posts are an excellent representation of the reactions of GSP members, containing 

reflective thoughts regarding the issues of poverty in our local and global community. These responses 

were used to identify the impact and result of this intervention by seeing what community members 

gained from the video.  

 

Introduction 

The first Millennium Development Goal (MDG) focuses both on eradicating extreme hunger and 

poverty, so for our action, we focused on poverty within Washtenaw County in comparison to the global 

understanding of poverty. Poverty is caused by many other factors such as lack of education. In our 

findings, we found that measuring poverty is very subjective and there are many ways to interpret it. We 

found that there are measurements that focus solely on how much food a family consumes, while another 

measurement defines poverty under a specific dollar amount. Although poverty may be relative to 

different communities, it does affect every region in the world.    
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As we focused on the measurement of poverty, we learned a lot of new information about poverty 

both locally and globally. We searched for an action to perform and decided that spreading this 

information was an important action to carry out. In order to consolidate our findings in a way that people 

could easily access, we made a video, which contained relevant information about poverty and presented 

it in an interesting way. The video was uploaded to Youtube and marketed using Facebook within the 

GSP community. For first year students within this community, an extra credit forum post was offered as 

an incentive to watch and discuss the content of the video. 

 

Literature Review 

Poverty is a term that has a plethora of definitions. The most relevant measurement of poverty for 

this review is the absolute benchmark used to assess the progress of the United Nations Millenium 

Development Goals, set at an income of less than $1.25 a day per person. However, poverty and its 

associated effects vary on a more relative scale, and therefore measuring poverty is case dependent. The 

articles analyzed show that a single measurement of poverty does not provide a complete understanding 

of the topic, making it necessary to consider multiple approaches to poverty in our review. These different 

sets of measuring poverty contain biases, as calculations of poverty may differ or not account for all 

aspects of what could be considered poverty. It is essential to have a comprehensive assessment of 

poverty because if the data collected through one measure of poverty does not match with the data from a 

different measure of the same population, policies based on this information will not address the full 

extent of the problem and the root causes. Therefore, we examine multiple ways of measuring poverty 

and the validity of the article in which each is presented to try to understand a more nuanced and relative 

definition of poverty.  

It is imperative to have a quality, comprehensive measurement and definition of poverty, but as of 

yet there is no single definition that fits this need. As Stewart, Laderchi, and Saith explain, the method 

that is used to measure poverty will affect the policies that are created to address it (Stewart et al. 2). 

Stewart et. al. define four different methods of measuring poverty. Their findings suggest that the use of 
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any single measurement does not result in the same targeted group for poverty reduction, as populations 

measured do not fully overlap. The first type of measurement, the monetary approach, defines the 

condition of poverty as an objective state that can be measured fairly accurately from the income of a 

family or individual (Stewart et al 8-9). Each of the other approaches attempts to resolve some of the 

criticisms that are made concerning the monetary approach. The capability approach is incorporates 

factors of a quality life such as health, education, and especially freedom beyond simple monetary 

measurements (Stewart et al 16-18). The social exclusion approach focuses on marginalized groups and 

the participatory approach attempts to engage populations in poverty in the discussion of measurement 

and effective solutions (Stewart et al 20). This information calls into question the reasoning of choosing 

an income level of $1.25 a day to define extreme poverty.  

An example of using the participatory theory in practice is basically the ‘consensual’ approach to 

measuring poverty, which looks for a general agreement among a large group of people (Nobel and 

Wright 147). Such approach has received much criticism, for people’s different socio-economic 

circumstances may result in strong biases in their definitions of a necessity. However, based on the study 

conducted in South Africa on people’s definitions of “necessities” for well-being, the journal disapproves 

the idea that subjectivity diminishes the validity of the consensual approach. Despite the many different 

social cleavages among the people, there were little differences among the average number of items 

defined as essential (Nobel and Wright 159).  

Two additional methods of measuring poverty are examined by looking at food ration poverty 

and the Welfare Function of Income. The food ratio poverty line is concerned with the net family income 

that is spent on food where food spending is divided by net income (Praag et al 691). Praag et al. specifies 

a critical food ratio where the poverty line could be set at from the reasoning that family welfare is 

dependent on the rise of the income level (Praag et al 692). The other measure Praag et al. examine is the 

Leyden poverty line, which is based off of the Welfare Function of Income (Praag et al 693). The Welfare 

Function of Income measures the utility function of different levels of income. Compared to measuring 
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poverty as a ratio of income used on food, Praag et al. concludes that the Leyden poverty line is a better 

indicator of poverty compared to the food ratio method because it doesn’t rely on money as an indicator.  

Fukuda-Parr and Hulme focus on the importance of the time frame someone became 

impoverished. They begin by arguing why considering the time element of poverty measures is important. 

For example, whether people are born into poverty or become impoverished in a later stage of life greatly 

affects the analysis of the causes and effects of poverty. In their study, they provide a broader perspective 

on how to define or perceive poverty, offering a more conceptual framework as opposed to the specific 

measurements found in the previous sources. This paper treats the Millennium Development Goals as a 

group of separate goals that all target the eradication of global poverty, with the MDGs focusing on 

specific symptoms or causes of poverty as indicators for progress on that goal (Fukuda-Parr and Hulme 

5). According to this source, MDGs do not seem to have made a substantial change in global poverty 

reduction trends (Fukuda-Parr and Hulme 28). They have served as a way to measure the changes in 

poverty but have not been effective at generating positive changes or changing the pre-existing patterns of 

development before the MDGs were created (e.g. sub-Saharan Africa still lags far behind Asia and Latin 

America in poverty reduction).   

Measuring poverty is a very complicated matter. Each article focuses on current ways to measure 

poverty, while also suggesting other ways to measure it. Overall, through the readings, we see that there 

are a myriad of different ways to measure poverty that give different results. If we begin to look into 

measuring poverty more holistically, considering the methods used in different parts of the world, we 

could find a more universal way to understand poverty. These discoveries will guide our future actions by 

ensuring that our group takes a comprehensive definition of poverty into account when thinking about 

solutions or awareness strategies concerning poverty that we could implement within our own 

community. As shown, simply raising funds is not the only way to contribute to remedying poverty, but a 

more holistic approach in improving health, nutrition, and education or talking to members of the 

community to build a more location-specific strategy could be equally effective types of action to pursue. 
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Methods 

The first step in planning our action was deciding how we wanted to address the issue of poverty. 

We decided that the most feasible and effective course of action that we could take would be attempting 

to spread awareness in our local community regarding these issues. We contacted and met with a graduate 

student at the Ginsberg center who suggested some community partners that we could try to work with. 

However, the process of setting up an action in conjunction with those community partners did not fit 

within the possible time frame of this project. While seeking another mode of intervention, we identified 

social media to be an effective medium through which we would be able to reach a large number of 

people with the goal of informing them on poverty both locally and globally. As a result, we decided to 

make a video to be shared and spread online. 

We used many resources and materials in designing and implementing this action. The video 

provides information in the format of a local community news channel. The material resources that helped 

us carry out this action consisted of a camera used for filming, a suitable setting to film in, laptops used as 

cue cards and editing tools, and a lint roller. Human resources that were participated included group 

members that filled out news reporter, mock citizen, and supporting roles. In addition, Ruby Kirby, one of 

our CG members, asked her friend in screen arts to help us edit the pieces of video into one continuous 

whole. Our project can be easily replicated because all that is needed are a video camera, creativity, and 

willing people. 

Results 

The first result of our action was the creation of a video that can be found on Youtube  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGn2iwjnzV8), which was initially posted on Thursday March 26th, 

2015. We contacted the Global Scholars Program (GSP) office and they created an extra credit forum post 

for people to voice their opinions after viewing our video, which we believe helped to get a few more 

people to watch and think critically about the video. Some of our members also posted the link of the 

video, as well as some encouraging words on their facebook profiles. Since Facebook can reach a large 

audience and most of the people in the collaborative group (CG) are from Michigan, the post will be very 
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beneficial for other people who are friends and might know someone who is in a state of need.  

 We have had an overwhelmingly positive feedback including comments from Facebook like, 

“Good job, thanks for the helpful info” as well as “Pineapple bosses!” and “Good info. A lot of people 

don't realize how many people go hungry here in the Metro Detroit area. I volunteered at Gleaners Food 

Bank on Monday and the President said they estimate about 300,000 kids go hungry on the weekend in 

the metro area. They have food during the week because of school, but on the weekend they go without. 

Very sad.”   

Other commenters from the GPS forum post include: 

“I believe that poverty is extremely subjective, as the definition of "poverty" depends on many 

factors and each case/situation is different.” -Sara Dagher 

“I think poverty should be measured in the resources one has to survive.” -Amina Bilic 

“I think many people view poverty alleviation as donating to those in need. That is an issue 

because it creates a single story. It tells society that this group of individuals is only defined by 

this aspect of their life. In reality this group of people, like all others, is capable of creating value 

for society. They may not have had the means to do so, and that is why ensuring everyone has 

equal access to a quality education is a fair means to alleviate poverty.” -Amina Bilic 

“I think that when trying to measure poverty, it could be beneficial to get more of a holistic view 

of the individual, taking into consideration more things than just income level.” - Jordan Wolfe 

“Poverty, and the number of people living below the poverty line must be held in context of the 

community that we are looking at. The very basic definition, however, would be inability to 

satisfy one basic needs, namely food, shelter, clothing, security, etc. These are the only true 

'needs,' in the true sense of the word. We often confuse wants with needs.” -Daniyal Tahir 

 

 As for the quantitative data, our video has received 186 views and 8 likes in the span of about two 

weeks. Additional views are anticipated within the coming days as our outreach initiatives expand beyond 

the GSP community.  
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Discussion 

 Our video presents information on the difference in poverty on a national and local scale, the 

various ways to measure poverty, why poverty is considered a complex issue, and why it is important that 

people are aware of the complexity of poverty. The goal of the video is to educate our viewers of the 

aforementioned topics. By giving the GSP members the opportunity to make up a forum post by 

answering questions on the video, we ensure that they took the time to understand the video contents. 

While the results of our action are still developing and being analyzed, the results that we do have 

point to an impact on a personal level. Since our video was posted on Youtube and Facebook, viewers 

were able to comment. One such response by a fellow GSP member after watching the video is, “ I 

thought it gave a lot of information and presented facts about the situation of poverty in Michigan that I 

didn’t know of before.” Similar responses from other members reinforce this understanding. While our 

video is not groundbreaking, people who watched our video told us that they learned something that was 

important to the community that they lived in. It is also important to continue reminding people about the 

facts and state of poverty in our community. 

 Not only were viewers able to share their thoughts by commenting on the video, an extra-credit 

forum post was made in order to facilitate discussion in a more structured, quantifiable manner. The 

forum post posed the question, “How do you think poverty should be measured? What considerations do 

you think are important when thinking about poverty measurement and alleviation?” Common themes 

were present throughout the responses, such as the need for education concerning the root causes of 

poverty, unbiased media coverage that avoids stereotypes of people in poverty as lazy or unable to 

contribute to society, the relativity of poverty in different cultures, and a need to avoid a simple dollar 

amount as the most powerful and prevalent measurement of poverty. 

The limitations to making a video as our action part of the project is the lack of face to face 

interactions that motivate the viewers to action. Without these interactions, it is difficult to form the 

personal connections and reach the deep levels of influence that are possible with real, more meaningful 

interactions. It is also difficult to deliver sympathetic feelings one would feel from interacting with people 
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living poverty through video. Hearing personal life stories and conversing with people struggling with 

poverty often touch people’s hearts and help them realize how complex the issue is. 

 An area that our project was weak on was community involvement. Initially, our group contacted 

several community organizations and intended to try to assist at least one of those organizations in their 

local operations to reduce poverty and hunger. Ideally, a partnership could form between students of the 

Global Scholars Program and a number of other organizations, and these partnerships would continue into 

future years. It is still possible that a partnership like this will be formed in the coming weeks and we 

hope to be able to volunteer with a community organization as a CG before the end of the term, even if it 

is after this project is officially completed. 

 If we were to repeat it and were given more time to continue this project, we could work on 

overcoming the limitations listed above. We could continue improve the quality of the content and video. 

If we had more time to work on the project, we could continue to edit the script and take more shots for 

the actors to feel more comfortable on camera. We could also narrow down our focus and gather data in 

Michigan. Furthermore, we could have taken the time to ask people on the streets ranging from Ann 

Arbor residents to University of Michigan students about their knowledge about poverty on a local level.  

 Another improvement would be to partner with community organizations and volunteer with 

them. We could also collaborate with them to make another video, perhaps in the form of interviews on 

their experiences with helping people living in poverty. Another idea would be to document our 

experiences if we volunteer with them, and make a video of what our CG learned. It would have been 

informative to hear their side of the issue, and to have them join in on our conversation on what makes 

measuring poverty complex, and why it is important for people to be educated on the root causes and 

complications of local poverty.  

Implications 

Essentially, what this video is trying to do is inform the local community about a variety of topics 

intertwined with poverty. The video is divided into two halves, we first talk about statistics and 

information on global and local poverty, while in the second half, the reporter is sent to the local 
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community to answer the questions local residents have regarding why it is important to be aware of 

poverty, but also to have knowledge in where one can help. So with this said, viewers will be then able to 

be knowledgeable about this topic and then decide what they want to do to combat this. The topics 

intertwined with poverty also include hunger and trying to eradicate it. The reporter lists some 

organizations that help with poverty, homelessness, and hunger.  

Conclusion 

 Simply being a resident of a community does not guarantee one’s awareness of the problems that 

are present within it. Recognizing this problem, our group collaborated on raising awareness of poverty 

and hunger on both a global and local scale. Identifying social media as the most effective medium for 

quickly reaching out to a wide audience, we made an informational video on these issues and shared it on 

both Youtube and Facebook. Along with statistical data, the video addresses the complicated process of 

measuring them and their intimate relations with other issues, such as education and crime. In other 

words, by exposing the viewers to information on poverty, we attempt to encourage them to think beyond 

these directly addressed topics and ask them to contribute to the well-being of the community. The video 

has already had an impact on individuals within the GSP community and in the social networks of our 

group members. As this video continues to spread through the media through “likes” and “sharing”, it 

will continue to affect how people think about poverty and what action they should take to make their 

community a better place. Moreover, the comments and the forum have generated discussions among the 

community members.  Our group hopes that this intervention has contributed to raising awareness about 

local poverty and hunger, which is only one of the many aspen trees that are intricately connected by the 

roots, and taking a significant step toward developing a healthy community as a whole. 
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