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Global Partnership for Environmental Development 

Abstract 

While the United Nations has made global partnership a priority through the eight 

Millenium Development Goals, the reliance on oil by many countries has hindered things. The 

United Nations has failed to appropriately tackle it as countries often worry about themselves. 

The World Commission on Environment and Development was a noble, yet lackluster effort in 

1987 to get the world to use less natural resources while also promoting partnership (El-Ashry 1). 

Fears of falling of taking a short-term economic loss however led many countries to back out of 

their pledge. The United Nations also dedicated a whole year to sustainability but powerful 

countries such as China and the United States continue to worry about their gains or losses in the 

oil market in a constant struggle for supremacy (El-Ashry 2). Through the use of a website and a 

survey, our group aims to inform people of the importance of the environment as it pertains to 

global partnership. 

For the action part of our project, we created a website and a survey, the purpose of 

which is to educate others on the problem at hand and to get them to think and take action. We 

have also provided them with ways to contact their local congressman in order to help spark 

change. While the action does seem small, in the technological era we live in, it has the potential 

to reach and influence many. We assume that many do not know or care about global partnership 

and have little interest in the environment. However, after looking at the information that our 

website provides and seeing the issues at hand participants in the survey have gained interest in 

the topic and understand the concept of global partnership when it comes to environment better 

than they had before. 
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Introduction 

Over this past semester, our group explored the relevance of the United Nation’s eighth 

Millennium Development Goal, calling for a global partnership for development, in the context 

of environmental issues. The specific problem that we analyzed was the lack of global 

partnership to address certain environmental issues, such as global warming, gas and oil conflicts, 

and the overall effort to integrate “green” policy within governments. Some root causes of this 

problem involve political and economic tensions between world powers, interests of private 

industry, and stagnation in international organizations such as the United Nations. This problem 

affects everyone in the world, because the decisions that political leaders make in terms of 

environmental policy affects everything from the air we breathe, to the lakes we swim in, and has 

an overall impact on quality of life on Earth. Thus, it is important to inform the public on the 

importance of encouraging leaders worldwide to work together, and protect the environment for 

future generations. 

         In terms of our intervention, our group chose to create a website to inform students and 

the general public about recent global efforts to address environmental problems. This website 

did not address one single environmental topic, but exposed the reader to a variety of different 

sources and videos. The website provided links that allowed the reader to find contact 

information for their local representative or congressman. We also created a survey about the 

website that readers could fill out, and be entered into a raffle. We then advertised the website 

through social media and the Global Scholars Program website. We believe that this intervention 

was ideal for our topic because we wanted to inform others about global environmental efforts, 

while also creating a resource that was sustainable over time. A website integrated all of these 

elements within a compact, aesthetic format. The survey provided additional feedback on what 



Collaborative Group 7 4 

readers learned, and people’s overall impression of the information, videos, and topic in general. 

Our website could have been further improved by including a larger quantity of resources, 

articles, and analyses of global environmental efforts, as well increasing the detail of the survey. 

In summation, our group tried to create a website that not only informed readers, but inspired 

them to spread awareness about the topic, and promote global partnership to address 

environmental issues. 

Literature Review 

In 2002, the United Nations Secretary-General commissioned The Millennium Project as 

an attempt to tackle the biggest issues across the globe. However, the interests of the United 

Nations as a whole have not always aligned evenly with the interests of every individual member 

nation. Because of this, the past thirteen years have seen a stark contrast between rhetoric and 

action. The response to climate change is an example of this very contrast. Several studies have 

attempted to find the reasoning behind this. In the case of climate change, research has suggested 

that private companies within member nations have negatively impacted the United Nations’ 

ability to fulfill their designated goals. 

        After decades of climate change discussion, the overwhelming consensus of the scientific 

community is that the world has failed to effectively make reforms to combat it. In her article 

"Critique of Climate Change Inaction," Menon gives a scathing review of the world’s response 

to climate change. She blames countries that are not willing to cut fossil fuel consumption or 

greenhouse gas production (Menon 1). The general policy trend that focuses on decreasing rates 

of emission growth as opposed to lowering emissions as a whole are far too passive for the 

predicament that humans have created. Addressing the climate change issue needs to be about 

establishing a totally new way to produce, consume and trade goods (Menon 2-3). In this article, 
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Menon argues that the way we do environmental politics has to change as soon as possible; 

otherwise, the future of the human race and the planet would be at a high risk. 

        Many nations and international organizations have attempted a policy change to combat 

climate change. In the article, El-Ashry discusses an attempt by the United Nations. First, the 

World Commission on Environment and Development created a goal for humanity to rely less on 

natural resources in order to protect the environment on planet Earth (El-Ashry 1). Although 

intentions were noble, the program, which was founded in 1987, was quickly cast aside as 

burning of fossil fuels and constant reliance on natural resources only increased. As a result, air 

pollution, degradation of soils, and contamination to the ocean led to ecosystems being destroyed 

(El-Ashry 1). With the implementation of the Millennium Development Goals in 2000, 

environmental issues were named one of the eight most pressing issues in the world. In 2012, the 

United Nations dedicated the year to “Sustainable Energy for All” by creating three goals: to 

ensure universal access to modern energy services; to double the global rate of improvement in 

energy efficiency; and to double the share the renewable energy in the global energy mix (El-

Ashry 2). In order to accomplish these goals, more than sixty developing countries have signed 

up to participate, and businesses and development banks have invested more than $50 billion 

dollars to achieve the three goals by the expected date of 2030 (El-Ashry 4).  

Taking a closer look at one of the world’s biggest producers of oil, Aron discusses the 

strong ties between oil production and politics in Russia. In the article he gives an overview of 

Russia’s economic and political dependence on oil and natural gas. He states that as one of the 

world’s two largest oil producers, Russia has increasingly used its revenues from energy exports 

to strengthen the Putin regime (Aron 1). Russia’s political hierarchy controls much of the oil 

industry, making it difficult to convince the Kremlin to pursue “green” initiatives because it 
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directly conflicts with their extensive investment within the industry (2). Aron proposes that in 

the long run, Russia will need to lessen its dependence on profits from oil and natural gas if it is 

to avoid an economic crisis (6). His article demonstrates that Russia’s economic and political 

dependence on oil makes the G5 nation reluctant to support any energy reform. Russia’s 

attachment to the oil industry significantly hinders the United Nations’ effectiveness in 

combating climate change as an organization. 

Building off political influences affecting countries’ abilities to contribute to “green” 

initiatives, two of the biggest pollution producers, the U.S. and China, have always had rocky 

relations, fighting for both political and economic influence in the world. Things had been 

looking more optimistic as both countries managed to collaborate on the FutureGen International 

Partnership, an effort to reduce carbon emissions, and agreed to sign the Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy Protocol, an effort promote renewable energy (Dumbaugh 14). Recently, 

however, China’s increasing oil dependency has threatened to weaken an already strained 

relationship and derail any advances in climate change policy (Dumbaugh 12). He describes 

China’s increase in oil interests and its effect on their relations with the United States in his book 

China-U.S. Economic and Geopolitical Relations. China has interfered with agreements with 

some of the United States most valued trade partners, including Venezuela – which makes up 

15% of oil imports for the U.S. (Dumbaugh 13). Many in the U.S. have seen this economic 

interference as a political threat.  

If the U.S. truly feels threatened by China’s recent agreement they might increase their 

oil imports in order to keep their foot in the door. Not only will both countries throw away their 

strained relationship but disregard their climate change promises in order to compete with one 

another. Connecting back to Aron’s argument with Russia’s situation, when countries must make 
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a decision to promote renewable resources or strengthen their economic position, they often 

choose the latter. Economic competition between countries makes the decision to promote green 

energy even more difficult. 

Another issue that has slowed climate reform is that policymakers frequently ignore the 

consensus of the scientific community. In his article, Grundmann examines how the conflicting 

policies of various governments illustrate the disconnect between scientific research findings and 

policies being made, despite the general consensus achieved through the Intergovernmental 

Panel for Climate Change (IPCC). Grundmann conducts research on how the print media 

represented advocates, skeptics, and IPCC in the United State and Germany. The results have 

shown that there were many more skeptics in the United States compared to Germany 

(Grundmann 417). Also, the skeptics' arguments are mainly based on their political interest in 

keeping fossil fuel affordable and preventing the implementation of excessive environmental 

taxes, since the U.S. infrastructure is based on personal car usage (Grundmann 421). Grundmann 

strongly connects the research findings to his conclusion that the governments use the persuasion 

of skeptics equally or more than scientific findings in making policy, which frequently opposes 

the IPCC’s overall consensus. This article shows that the political interest of the United States 

has been on fossil fuels rather than environment, and thus the skeptics published their views 

more often. 

Overall, a lot of literature on climate change comes to the same consensus: policy makers 

are failing to act on eliminating climate change and something more effective needs to be done. 

Policies regarding climate change and the environment must not be developed with political bias 

in order for climate change to be effectively dealt with. 

Methods 
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 Initially, our Collaborative Group thought a seminar discussing global partnership and 

international development held in a TED Talk format would best suit our project plan. We 

imagined the seminar including professors from a wide range of disciplines that through one way 

or another found global partnership important in their field’s development. However, this proved 

to be much more challenging than originally anticipated. Finding a venue, confirming professors 

able to attend, and publicizing the event in such short notice made us sit down and rethink our 

intervention approach. 

 After a bit of reflection, we concluded the intervention needed to be something that was 

more accessible and sustainable. Eventually, someone suggested the idea of building a website. 

All of us agreed this might be a really interesting approach. Some members created the site using 

a simple, straightforward site-building template while others created a survey that would go on 

the site. The site would focus on the role that global partnership plays in environmental 

development specifically addressing oil, climate change, and overall awareness. The survey 

would allow people who had visited the site an opportunity to reflect on what they had learned. 

Those who completed the survey had the choice to be entered into a gift card raffle. We thought 

this incentive might encourage everyone to really learn something. Lastly, members of our group 

advertised the site and survey to campus through directly linking the website on social media. 

The website for this project can be found at http://gspcg7.wix.com/gardensofthegalaxy. 

Results 

It is currently too early to firmly conclude anything based on the survey results due to the 

amount that we have received. However, based on the results that we have now, we hypothesize 

that the outcome will be that the majority of people surveyed were not familiar with the ways in 

which global partnership and environmentalism relate, they were also not familiar with the term 

http://gspcg7.wix.com/gardensofthegalaxy
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“Global Partnership” and the urgency of achieving what the term represents in order to improve 

the current and future state of the global environment. 

As of now, it appears that the majority of people who responded to the pre-survey were 

not familiar with the term “global partnership” and were not particularly interested in the 

environment; however, post-survey they reported themselves as being more likely to promote the 

need for environmental progression and global partnership. Our survey, thus far, has appeared to 

have made a significant impact on people's understanding of the issues concerning Millennium 

Development Goal 8, with 96.2% of those surveyed reporting that they learned something new 

from our website (Global Partnership).  

The majority of people surveyed were pessimistic about the United Nations reaching their 

goal for global partnership anytime soon (see Figure 1). Only six of the eighteen people surveyed 

believed that this goal could be achieved in the near future. Many believed that the primary 

reason that countries are slow to create safer environmental practices is that many countries are 

controlled by oligarchies that benefit significantly from the unsafe practices. Another reason 

many people listed was that many countries have bigger concerns that the environment and thus, 

climate change policy has to take a back seat to more pressing issues.  

 

Figure 1 

All but one person agree that having a global partnership is necessary to have an 

environmentally healthy world. This shows that there is a general consensus that in order to 
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institute worldwide climate change policy, the world powers need to come together on it. The 

majority of people selected “all of the above” for the question “What is the best way for the 

United Nations to achieve global partnership?” which shows that a serious effort is needed on 

several fronts. Additionally, most people think that if the United Nations only approaches 

countries that are most likely to care about the environment then the world will not truly have a 

global partnership.  

Most people agreed that our website was well designed and prepared and that it did teach 

them about climate change and the connection with global partnership. The answers for the 

question of “What is one piece of information the website taught you?” were quite varied which 

is good because it shows that there was a lot of different information for people to absorb.  

Discussion 

One advantage to our project was the use of a survey, which allowed people to be entered 

into a raffle for a gift card. We hoped that the raffle for a $25 Visa gift card would act as an 

incentive for more people to check out the website and take the survey. In order to answer some 

of these questions, they had to read our website for background information on our topic. This 

was an effective tactic that helped us to increase people’s awareness of global partnership. One 

new understanding that we obtained from these results is that not a lot of people knew much 

about the topic but the majority of people showed interest (61.5% interested and 30.8% very 

interested), and this highlights how important our project could be. A lot of people also answered 

that they will promote awareness on this issue (73.1%), which shows a positive impact on people 

from our intervention. Therefore, we could potentially think of ways to help people to do this in 

the future. One of our previous ideas for this project was to make a video, interviewing 

professors on what their opinions are on this topic. This is something we could have added to our 
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website to make it more informational and unique if we had the time and the resources to do that. 

We also asked towards the end of the survey if the viewer’s learnt anything new from reading the 

website. Most people answered this question to show that they did learn something which again 

shows how our website was successful in promoting awareness of the issue of global partnership. 

People reported how they never knew so many jobs can be created with global partnership and 

that a lot of money is being spent on this issue. A lot of people didn’t realize how global 

partnership can play a major role in environmental change, that the United States has twice as 

much gas emissions as Europe and Japan and how there are four flagship initiatives. Overall, the 

survey provided us with the information on the general public’s reaction to global partnership 

and the environment, which we can use as a reference to continue with the project. 

One limitation is not being able to reach out to a wider audience. One way of expanding 

our project to this audience would be to make a blog or a Twitter account to provide current 

updates to people on what is happening around the world with regard to global partnership and 

the environment. Also, we could have advertised our website more by sending out flyers and 

making posters to put around campus as a lot of college students would do anything to be in with 

a chance to win money. This could have raised more awareness about global partnership but we 

can only learn from our mistakes and try to rectify them in the future. One of the reasons that 

caused these limitations was that our previous project ideas failed to occur for a variety of 

reasons. Because of this complication, we did not have a great amount of time to set up 

something like this. From our survey, we also hoped to receive further feedback from the public 

on how to improve our website or any other concerns they might have. Most people only 

complained about small things that can be very easily fixed. For instance, some found the facts 

page hard to read, it was difficult to view on mobile devices and there were a few spelling and 
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font errors. Other than these small elements, our website was well presented and easy to use so 

we could get our point across to the viewers and overall we think we were successful in 

achieving this.  

Implications 

The website is made for the purpose of educating the people with factual information 

while offering incentives, however, we have come across a problem when we were trying to 

reach out to a wide variety of audience. One of our intents for the website is to educate to the 

people of the impending dangers from our never-ending reliance on fossil fuels leading to global 

warming. The information being presented through the website is to make our audience be aware 

of the current events with facts that are not difficult to comprehend. With the information given 

on the website, we tried to tie this issue into the importance of global partnership.  

We only demanded a small effort from the audience to spend the time in going through 

our website. Although as easy as it sounds, our group has discussed together that it is completely 

voluntary for people to look at what the website offers; therefore, many people decided not to 

take further steps after browsing through it. As a result, we were not able to get as many 

responses to the survey as we hoped, despite the incentive added (a raffle to win a gift card). We 

believe that the best way to continue spreading word about our website is to share the website 

link with our acquaintances that we all individually made connections with, via social media, 

emails, and the GSP Facebook page. Also, to continue with this process, we can study the results 

from the survey to tailor the website and its contents to the audience’s needs. 

Conclusion 

 Environment is a significant part of our world, and therefore all of the citizens in the 

world should nurture it together. Through the making of our website, our group hoped to raise 
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awareness and create a sustainable global partnership within a large scale and especially to 

educate to the people of the impending dangers from our never-ending reliance on fossil fuels 

leading to global warming. We were able to get some readers to answer a short survey about 

what they think about global partnership, and the analysis of that data shows that people were 

generally unaware of the concept of global partnership before reading our website. While our 

project had difficulties reaching a larger audience, we were able to get a substantial amount of 

responses from the audience to make our intervention plan more sustainable and effective in the 

future. 
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