
Educational Disparities Globally                                                                                                       
 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educational Disparities Globally: An Analysis on Gender, Socioeconomic Status 

and Location 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborative Group 8- Alexjandria E., Esohe O., Kyle L. , George F. , Peiyu Y, Saanya 

S., Tishanna T. 

University of Michigan Ann Arbor 

Global Scholars Program 

 

 



Educational Disparities Globally 
 

2 

The United Nations Millennium Development Goals (UN MDGs) were created to help 

alleviate some of the greatest sufferings across the world. UN MDG 2 aims to achieve universal 

primary education, as it is recognized that educational shortcomings are an underlying problem 

for several of the other MDGs. Befitting this new millennium goal is the use of modern internet 

resources by the UN to help spread the message and any progress made. Thus, we as a group 

thought it would also be appropriate to continue this thread and utilize one of the most efficient 

platforms available: social media. We created a Tumblr page to help raise awareness for UN 

MDG 2, and measured the effectiveness of our intervention based on the number of notes our 

page received. Using this measurement, our intervention was not very effective, as note count 

was low. We analyzed several possible explanations for this result, and proposed some additional 

steps that can be taken to rectify this in the future. In addition, we included a literature review of 

the state of primary education across the globe and highlighted some common obstacles and 

interventions related to what we found.    

 The problem that our Collaborative Group decided to focus on was the educational 

disparities that affect our world. More specifically we decided to focus on the issue of noticeable 

negative differences in the educations that children receive globally. The action that we decided 

to take in order to address this issue was to create an online website or social media page to help 

raise awareness of these disparities and to use the publicity received to contribute support and 

help to diminish the disparities. We created a Tumblr page to create this easily accessible 

information. Our group was extremely interested in addressing and finding possible solutions to 

this issue because the United Nations development for this goal is slow.  
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 Some of the causes discovered from our research include gender disparities, 

Socioeconomic Status disparities focusing specifically on the affordability of primary education 

and the cost of primary education, and location. This issue is important because it will help the 

global economy to grow, will contribute to a new work force, will create socially, politically and 

technologically literate persons in future generations. If students become more politically literate 

they would be able to positively contribute to governmental systems, acknowledge when 

political issues arise and would have solutions to this issue, and would be able to more actively 

affect their country. Technologically, it is believed by many, that students need to become 

literate because we are moving towards a big data era and without enough skilled workers who 

are literate we cannot move towards more advancement of society. Our approach is ideal because 

Internet websites are easily accessible. The social media revolution that we are witnessing in this 

generation also encourages action globally. This action is also cost-effective because it can be 

created, and executed at absolutely no cost on both parties, the creators, and audience. Finally 

this action is ideal because it provides a way for people to easily engage with solving this issue.   

  In terms of the locations effect on primary education, we found that the distance between 

a student’s house and his or her school has a significant correlation with the rate of dropping out, 

which is a bad influence on his or her primary education in some Asian countries according to 

the article China’s Perspective. The article by Anindita Sen et al., conducts a comparative 

analysis of the U.S. education system in association with several other Group of Eight Countries. 

Group of Eight (G8) Countries, consist of some of the world’s most economically developed 

regions. Among these G8 countries, the article focuses on four different aspects of their 

education system: the context of education, preprimary and primary education, secondary 

education, and higher education. However, Collaborative Group 8 chose to focus on the topic of 
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preprimary and primary education in the United States. In regards to this topic, the article cites 

that the “enrollment rate of 3- to 5-year-olds in the United States was lower than in five of the 

seven G8 countries presented” (Sen et al., 26). Unfortunately, as Sen reports, this poor 

enrollment rate results in a trickledown effect in which the U.S. falls short in several other 

categories that are related to primary education/ early childhood enrollment - i.e. reading literacy 

and attitude towards reading. Overall, these shortcomings result in the United States lagging 

behind its G8 counterparts in its overall preprimary and primary education competency by 64%. 

            When analyzing these findings, and the overall article, the data does an excellent job in 

putting the United States [preprimary and primary] education in context with the other C8 

countries. Through an in depth analysis, Sen shows the reader that enrollment in preprimary and 

primary education programs is crucial for U.S. students if they want to be as competitive/ 

advanced, in regards to reading literacy, in comparison to their C8 counterparts, “ … U.S. fourth-

graders had an average [reading literacy] score of 533. They were surpassed by fourth-graders 

from England, whose average score was 546” (Sen et al., 28). Additionally, these findings 

provide implications that low primary school enrollment, in addition to poor literacy scores, 

results in a lack of enthusiasm to read – whether that is in school or at home. However, the 

article does not go further into this topic, in which these findings could also be suggestive of a 

lack of motivation or emphasis on school within the home. And, it is these findings, which could 

be the overall causing factor of poor preprimary, and primary, education enrollment and reading 

literacy in the U.S.    

 The article used discussing poverty explores gender inequality as a reason that prohibits 

universal primary education from being achieved. The article specifically focuses on the region 

of Sub-Saharan Africa. The authors describe how the adverse cultural practices in the African 
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communities expect a female to maintain the household all day which leaves no time to attend 

school (Colclough et al., 6). The parents of the children prefer to educate their sons to earn a 

benefit of household income in the future. However, the females are expected simply to get 

married and have no use for an education (Colclough et al., 7). This cultural belief creates a 

major issue when trying to solve this issue. In a survey with Ethiopian teachers, 66% of males 

and females believed that males were smarter (Colclough et al., 24). However, the shocking 

number is that 86-88% of these teachers believe that schooling is important for both genders 

(Colclough et al., 24). Even though some communities hold this belief, the rate at which these 

gender gaps are closing is very slow. In Sub-Saharan Africa alone, it would take 42 years to 

reach unity in the enrollment of males and females if the ratio of enrollment remained constant 

(Colclough et al., 9). 

   The article proposes one major solution to help decrease this gender gap: policy 

intervention. The authors describe how deep these adverse cultural practices run and need to be 

forcefully implemented in order to create a real change (Colclough et al., 26). While the authors 

make a notable point, forceful intervention may not be the best way to inspire change. Instead, 

forced intervention can invoke people to act in the opposite way than expected. The citizens of 

these African countries may feel like the government is trying to infringe upon their cultural 

rights and that might create an ever more hostile situation. Instead, a milder approach to the 

problem would be to prevent a cost-benefit analysis to these communities. These families mostly 

live in poverty and just want to make sure that their sons can make some money and their 

daughters can get married and live a happy life. For this reason they have no real consideration 

for female education. If a non-profit organization can explain to influential members in the 

community that female education can help females get jobs and also provide steady income for 
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the family, these citizens might be more willing to focus on female education. The people in 

these communities need to understand why their daughters and wives getting educated can be 

helpful for the entire family. Our Tumblr action to raise awareness can help increase this notion 

of providing education to these communities. While many of these developing nations do not 

have access to social media, if someone who does try to explain the importance of education to 

these communities, a real change can be initiated to fix this problem.  

The overall concept of our Tumblr page is to design a blog that is easy to access, read, 

and comprehend. It should be aesthetically pleasing and be visually engaging. Most importantly, 

the page should contain important and interesting material that will captivate our target audience 

(people in the millennial generation) and meaningfully connect them to relevant information 

about UN MDG 2. 

The concept and effectiveness of the Tumblr page was implemented in the following 

manner: the Tumblr was created on March 26, 2015, and titled “Let’s Achieve Education.” The 

background depicts an open notebook on a wooden desk, to emulate the classroom setting in a 

visually appealing way. Relevant media articles, found by searching the UN MDG website and 

related websites, were linked to the Tumblr page. The page was promoted by members of the CG 

on other social media accounts (i.e. Facebook, Twitter) as well as by “word-of-mouth.” 

(www.tumblr.blogpost/vivalamusiq).  Finally effectiveness was measured by the number of 

notes on each post. Notes on Tumblr constitute the total number of “likes” (indications of 

supporting the content of posted material) and “reblogs” (re-sharing the posted material on other 

blogs by other users). We used this as a measurement because it gives us an estimate of the 

number of people who were informed by post.    
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 Our Research Action Project (RAP) motivates us to learn more about the topic of primary 

education and look at the existing problem in a bigger scope. Through our literature research and 

action steps, our group members achieved new understandings on some contributors and 

influential factors of the quality of primary education around the world, such as gender, location, 

motivation. The research also educated us about the dramatic variations of primary education 

accessibility across regions. 

 Through the course of our preparation for the Research Action Project , we were able to 

gain preliminary understanding about the primary education situations in the U.S. (focused in 

cities of Michigan), some Asian countries, and Sub-Saharan countries. It is illuminating and 

enlightening to learn about how different actors are countering the same problem in different 

social, cultural and economic settings. In the future, we suggest that a cross-region or cross-

culture comparative analysis be conducted in order to find a better strategy on improving primary 

education universally. We focused our action steps on raising the awareness on this issue, 

believing that the changes in mentality comes prior to any major changes in behaviors. We hope 

that Tumblr page we set up can be enable more people to have to same educational experiences 

we had about primary education. That may be their starting point of their own action projects. 

 Even though we did sufficient research and input to our Research Action  project, we still 

aware of limitations to our influence. For example, we have more impact on people close to us 

such as our friends and peers. However, we have few contacts and little impact on people far 

from us. We need a better way and strategy to expand our influence to more people. In addition, 

we have relatively short amount of time for implementation. Only few weeks or few months 

make us harder to promote our ideas to more people. As for our project itself, we were not able 

to include all data and cases from all the countries. First, it is hard to include all countries and 
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areas since we have little access to all data and resources. Second, data in developing countries 

are sometimes not complete and even not reported. Also, sometimes not all the countries 

measure their primary education in terms of gender, location, and motivation as factors and thus 

it is hard to find relevant data and resources. 

 A variety of the limitations that we came across include: the way can we improve our 

RAP and turn our limitations into improvement is expanding our sources of getting out 

information. Instead of only reaching people we follow or who can see our reblogs we can 

expand to blogs that everyone can see in relation to the topics and also promote our ideas on 

more social media sites, we also can make it more appealing for people to want see by improving 

design/quality of posts, improve well-roundedness, improve social media outreach, and use 

research. Our issues touch on domestic and global issues in relation to primary education, we 

have to spread our audience more broadly and not only reach people close to us. Improving our 

networking and audience would help improve the awareness of poor primary education for 

children globally and also interventions like ours that are trying to make people aware. We could 

also improve our time span, things like this takes time building a network, an audience to reach 

out too, we need to invest more time earlier so we can do our goal which is to spread the 

awareness globally. In improving our connections, we need to aim to global networking and 

expand our research and awareness and have affiliate organizations doing the same to promote 

and add their information also. Many things could be improved to truly reach out and make a 

difference but our layout, planning, time and connections could have some improvement. 

The results from our RAP action can be used in the future in multiple ways. Primarily, 

the results will allow us to work with other organizations on a global scale such as Save the 

Children or Global Campaign for Children. Some of the results that we discover from our tumblr 
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page, such as how much people really know about the issue of universal primary education, will 

allow us to partner with national and international organizations to create awareness on a larger 

scale. Additionally, in the future, we can create an entire social media campaign to create 

awareness about MDG 2. Instead of just a tumblr page, with more time and resources, we can 

create a Facebook, Twitter and Instagram campaign as well. This will increase the reach of the 

audience to truly help people understand the root of the issue.  

This campaign has the potential to reach different regions where the problem might be 

occurring so that people can stand up and make a change. For the regions that have no access to 

social media, there will be informed people visiting the region to help make a change in the 

community. A final implication of our results could be to create an organization on the 

University of Michigan campus that fights to keep the importance of this issue alive. Instead of 

this tumblr page being a one time awareness campaign, we hope to continue this action for years 

to come. An organization dedicated to this specific MDG can continue to spread awareness about 

the issue and potentially work with the UN in the future to have a more direct impact. Even 

though this action was started by our collaborative group, we hope that its legacy will continue 

until universal primary education for all is actually achieved.  

Our group decided to focus on UN MDG 2 which was “to achieve universal primary 

education”. In order to solve this issue our collaborative group saw it fit for the use of modern 

internet resources by the UN to help spread the message and any progress made. As a solution, a  

Tumblr page to help raise awareness for UN MDG 2 was created, which was able to measure the 

effectiveness of our intervention based on the number of notes our page received. Unfortunately 

we were able to discover that the intervention selection was not as effective as predicted. The 

action was seen as ineffective because of the data collected, which would include the amount of 
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views and notes on our Tumblr page which signify the amount of attention and traffic to our 

website. An additional limitation to this action included a literature review of the state of primary 

education across the globe and highlighted information that could be considered generic and was 

not as specific as we hoped. Overall we were able to address the variables that negatively 

contributed to the lack of primary educational opportunities of students which included gender, 

economic status, and location; moreover, no child should go without an education and should 

have equal access to a primary education regardless of their gender, family social status, or their 

location.  
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